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Registered Charity, 527509 

Annual Report 2021-22 

 

Charitable Purpose and Activities 

The collection was established as a charitable trust in 1958 and updated in 1970 with the following 

purpose: 

The maintenance and administration of the Tickenhill Collection which shall be placed or kept in such one or 

more public rooms, halls, museums or other places for exhibition in Worcestershire or elsewhere and that it 

shall be kept open for inspection by the public. Also to lend the said collection or any part thereof for public 

exhibition or for educational purposes. 

The Charitable Activities of the Tickenhill Collecton are: 

The care and conservation of the objects, records and associated information from the Tickenhill Collection, 

and the use of that collection for public benefit through display and educational activities. 

Trustee 

Worcestershire County Council. 

The Tickenhill Collection is managed by Worcestershire County Council’s Joint Museum Service, Museums 

Worcestershire, and the responsibility of Principal Curator of the Tickenhill Collection is within Museum 

Worcestershire’s Social History Curator’s role. 

The Tickenhill Collection is overseen by the two Worcestershire County Councillors serving on the Council’s 

Joint Museums Committee. 

 

2021-22 Achievements 

Collection Care and Conservation 

The Principal Curator and Collections Volunteers have begun focusing on repackaging and cataloguing the 

Tickenhill Collection in a designated area of the Collections Centre.   

Improved packaging will prevent the any deterioration of recently conserved items and allow the 

implementation of an indexing system that will ensure that will make items searchable and easy to access. 

The team are working through the 3959 items located and catalogued so far and have archived almost 50% 

in the new storage area.  Work will continue into 22 - 23 where more storage may need to be allocated for 

the Tickenhill items inventoried in that year.  Collection boxes will be labelled using the nationally- 

recognised, Social History and Industrial Classification index and this work is scheduled to be complete by 

the end of the 22 – 23 financial year. 

 

 



 
 
Tickenhill Collection Annual Report 2021-22  Page 2 
 

 

Figure 1 - Tickenhill Collection in storage at Museums Worcestershire Collection Centre. 

 

Work has primarily been focussed on indexing, but 312 new items were located and conserved and from 

categories that include: 

 Luggage 

 Railway signage 

 Lamps and lanterns 

 Restoration of tool handles 

 Goffering irons 

 Saws and hand tools 

 Hair crimping machines 

 Pub signage 

 Dairying 

 Forge goods and Blacksmithing 

 Wheelwright’s tools 

 Spits and cookware 

 Weight and measures 

 Vinegar thermometers 
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Figure 2 – Vinegar thermometer before and after conservation 

  

Tickenhill Vounteers have helped clear space at the Collection Centre for Tickenhill Collection currenetly on 

display in Hartlebury County Museum’s forge and wheelwright shop.  A second forge is to be installed in 

situ, so that the museum can run blacksmithing courses.  Part of the exiting forge will need to be placed in 

storage to a create safe working space for 2 trainee blacksmiths and instructor.  This also gives an 

opportunity to inspect and conserve the anvils, swage blocks and bellows at the Collection Centre. 

Initial work with Bewdley Museum who have strong historic links with Tickenhill due to its location in the 

town, has uncovered the existence of numerous longstanding loans between them and the County 

Museum.  Staff and volunteers at both museums are locating these longstanding loans, which we hope to 

return or formalise in the 22 – 23 financial year.  

 

Use of the Collection for Public Benefit 

Volunteering 

Collections Conservation sessions continue to offer meaningful experiences and wellbeing benefits for 

Museum Volunteers, both on site and remotely.  Volunteers and researchers working at the Collections 

Centre have expressed that working with museum collections is of great benefit to physical and mental 

wellbeing as well as valuable practical outlet for their skills. For some it is still one of their core regular 

social activities. 

Tickenhill Volunteers have contributed towards the Glove Affair project and are currently building a 

working glove factory at the Collection Centre as well as a new archival space. 
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Figure 3 - Museum Volunteers at work in the Collection Centre before and during construction. 

 

Research 

Two news articles featuring the Tickenhill Collection have been researched and published in the Worcester 

Evening News and online.  

Bewdley Civic Society have requested access to some items of horn-work in the Tickenhill Collection for a 

detailed research project. These have been located, cleaned, repackaged and archived to feed into this 

research. 

 

Exhibition 

Items from the collection have been featured in the Japan exhibition and the Worcester Life Stories 

exhibition at the City Art Gallery and Museum – seen by 49,000 visitors. 

 

Education in wider partnership 

The Tickenhill Collection will be used in the final Glove Affair pilot with Worcestershire Children First as an 

introduction to science and innovation.  The session is planned for April 2022 at Hartlebury Castle.  The 

subject was chosen by the children themselves and the Tickenhill collection offers them a great record of 

industry and innovation in the county. 

  


